
1 

May 
2009 

 
VOLUME TWELVE 

 

 

Disaster relief  -  just 
one example of 
Christian Aid in action. 

Cuddington has been chosen to 
represent the county in the Calor 
Gas Village of the Year competition 
and on the 30th March Calor’s 
judges came to Cuddington to as-
sess us. All aspects of village life 
were on show in the Bernard Hall, 
with representatives from the many 
societies, clubs and organisations 
on hand to explain them to the 
judges and answer questions. 
 

After a brief introduction by Chris 
Blumer, Sherry Scott, chairman of 
the Parish Council and in overall charge of the entry, along with Jim Hayward 
took the judges round the exhibition. Each aspect of village life had a “stall” 
manned by members. The categories were broken down into Communications, 

(Continued on page 3) 

A special church service on the Sunday will be followed by this year’s main event: a 
Coffee Evening  with “Bring and Buy” stalls and Garden Sale at Skittle Green Cottage, 
Lower Green (by kind invitation of Caroline Thompson) on Monday, May 11th from 7.30 
p.m. onwards. 
 

There will be a  House to House  Collection during the week. 
 

Christian Aid works in some of the poorest communities in around 50 countries. It acts 
where the need is greatest, regardless of religion, helping people to tackle the problems 
they face and build the life they deserve. At home and overseas , it campaigns to change 
the structures that keep people poor, challenging inequality and injustice.  
 

Whatever the world’s problems from climate change to financial crises it is the poorest people that are  hardest hit. So do 
support the Coffee Evening, it is always a delightful occasion, and give as generously as you can to the House to House col-

lection.  Last year the village raised nearly  £2000. 
 
Can we do equally well this year, although there is 
no big event in the Bernard Hall? 
 

It is up to each one of us! 

Just as Village Voice was about to go 
to print the disappointing news came 
through that we had not been success-
ful in gaining the Regional title in 
Calor’s Village of the Year competi-
tion. Our congratulations go to Denton 
in Norfolk for being announced as the 
Regional winners and we wish them 
well as they go into the final round.. 
 
Despite this news Village Voice has 
decided to carry on and print the full 
report (right) of our competition pres-
entation and there is still a possibility 
that Cuddington may get one of the 
category awards—so in John Fort-
gang’s final words, watch this space! 

The judges taking tea with Queen 
Victoria 

 

Skittle Green Cottage 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Before we came to Haddenham, we were warned that we were coming into a village where we 
would find that people are seriously Happy! A few years ago Government statistics were used to 
discover the places in the UK where people were most content. They discovered that the Hadden-

ham area came out with one of the highest scores. 
 
So what makes these villages happy? Is it the duck ponds? The welcome at the churches? The friendly village shops 
and pubs? Good transport and quality housing? Allotments, U3A, music, arts and sports? Or simply the privacy of-
fered by Wychet walls? All these things may be important but behind them all is a good community and it is this that 
ultimately takes this area up the happiness league tables. 
 
So what makes a community good? People may say a close knit one but some strong communities can be difficult 
places – full of unspoken barriers and taboos. Others are too close and have people who seek to dominate and control. 
Communities can be underpinned by values that promote fear and hatred. For a community to be really good, it must 
have good characteristics. Openness and acceptance need to be encouraged alongside morality and truth. 
 
The Apostle Paul had a list of qualities that he knew to be fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control (Galatians 5:22-23). If we shape our individual lives around these 
virtues and seek to shape our communities to bear these fruits, we will find that our community happiness will deepen 
and grow. 
 
Over the summer months we are going to have a focus on the Letter to the Ephesians for many of the Sunday services 
and homegroups in the benefice, especially in Haddenham and Cuddington. This is a book that teaches us much about 
our spiritual lives individually but especially how we should relate to each other. We will be looking at what it means 
to be a united church community and seeking to apply that to our situation today. 
 
Above all we must not underestimate the importance of prayer for maintaining our community well-being. If you are 
in need and would like to be prayed for, you are welcome to contact one of the Churchwardens, either to request  
prayer in church services or at other times. Let us all pray for our communities and work to make Paul’s spiritual 
qualities part of the everyday nature of our village life. 
 
Every blessing 
Margot 

From the Vicar 
 

Calling all Cuddington Cooks! 
As part of the fundraising activities for the village, the fête committee suggested 
putting together a recipe book.  This will be a book of recipes contributed by 
people in or connected to Cuddington.  As a food writer and photographer, I have 
volunteered to edit the book, as well as photograph as many of the recipes as I 
can! 
 

I am planning a seasonal theme to the book, so, for example, recipes for cakes for 
cricket teas, sauces for summer barbeques, warming winter casseroles, special 
sweets from your childhood, or just favourite things you cook for your family 
would all be really welcome. They can be old recipes handed down from one 
generation to the next, or something that you invented that came out really well.  
 

If you send me a recipe, can you also put down your contact details and any story 
or details about the recipe that you would like to share. We plan to have the book 
ready towards the end of the year - in time for Christmas. 
 

Send recipes to Pascale Cumberbatch, 9 Hillside Cottages, Dadbrook. Or ring me 
on 299535 and I can come and collect from you. 
 
 Thanks, Pascale. 

Parish councillors addressing 
parishioners at the Annual Parish 
Meeting which took place in the 

Bernard Hall on Friday 24th April. 
A full report will be carried in next 
month’s edition of Village Voice. 
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At the April meeting in the 
playing fields clubhouse, 
fourteen members were 
transported back to the 
1800’s when Mrs Janet Di-

neen (pictured below) gave a fascinat-
ing insight into lace making and straw 
plaiting in many nearby villages. The 
Huguenots brought lace making in 
from Europe and these crafts were 
carried out in small cottages with very 
little natural light; open fires were for-
bidden as the soot and smoke would 
stain the lace. Young boys and girls 
learnt to make the lace at these cottage 
schools and many would be sent into 
service as soon as they were nine years 
old. Black lace making was very diffi-
cult and not liked by the children. 

Black lace was exported to France, 
however, Queen Victoria made it 
popular after the death of Prince Al-
bert. Nottinghamshire is often associ-
ated with lace making and they discov-
ered they could make the lace on ma-
chines cheaper and quicker than the 
girls. 
 

Straw plaiting was the least popular 
cottage craft as the children would 
have to endure painful sores on their 
faces and hands whilst making the 
plaits which were then sent to Luton to 
be made into hats and boaters. 
 

Lace making and straw plaiting by 
children disappeared when the school 
acts came in and it was compulsory for 
children to attend school and learn the 
three r’s.  
 

Mrs Dineen was warmly thanked by 
Diane Picot for letting us handle many 
of the delicate items and lace making 
cushions she is working on and has 
collected over a number of years. 

Communities, Sustainability and Business. Each in turn with a number of compo-
nents, but in fact all were very much integrated with each other. 
 

Under the first heading, “Village Voice” and the village website were on display. 
Under the heading “Sustainability” the village’s contribution to a greener future 
was demonstrated, by improving energy savings and the like.  The village’s com-
mitment to maintaining its footpaths, bridleways, ponds and streams was dis-
played. Conservation too was dealt with, the judges being shown how we look 
after our buildings, monuments etc. 
 

The Business category showed  our participation in the National Garden 
Scheme , the filming which has taken place around and about, the flower festivals 
in the church, all of which attract a large number of visitors. 
Cuddington’s various successful businesses were mentioned: Denise’s hairdress-
ing salon, The Crown and Les and Jan’s shop and Post Office and the many 
other enterprises in the village. 

 

The judges were given time out at this point – to enable them to take tea with her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, accompanied by her faithful John Brown. While taking 
tea the royal party was entertained by a talented and attractive group of young 
ladies called “Papillon”, from Cuddington’s Youth Drama Group. 
 

The  judges returned to work to see further evidence of the village’s community 
life- the playing fields and the club house and  the many societies we have in the 
village-- the History Society, the Gardening Club, the W. I. the Cricket and Ten-
nis Clubs, all of which showed their varying activities. The churches’ importance 
in the village, and the activities which take place in them, were emphasised. The 
school of course was prominent; the judges were told how local education is be-
ing protected by combining with Dinton. 
 

The presentation ended with dis-
plays of our Fetes. Just as Queen 
Victoria had been a reminder of 
last year’s festivity, so this year’s 
motif—a gnome—was then intro-
duced, looking forward to the 
happenings of this July. 
 

Before they left the judges were 
presented with posies and a 
leather-bound picture record of 
the afternoon by three children 
from the school (see picture 
right). 
 

In the evening the whole village was invited to see the entries for themselves and 
to enjoy a glass of wine. 
 

The committee and all who took part in and helped organise this event can be 
proud of their effort, whatever the outcome. The judges will now decide whether 
Cuddington goes through to the next round. Watch this space. 
 
John Fortgang 

Calor Village of the Year  (continued from page 1) 

Two of the “Community” exhibits—Sports and the Fête, with l. to r. Dave 
Speer & Charles Sanderson and Michael Straiton (talking to Gnome 

aficionado Peter Wenham) 
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An update on the Cuddington Sports Pavilion Refurbishment Project 
 
The playing fields together with everything on them, including the sports pavil-
ion, are owned by the Parish Council (PC) on behalf of the village and rented to 
the Cuddington Playing Fields Association (CPFA) who are responsible for run-
ning and  maintaining them.   They are fantastic village facilities and both the 
CPFA and the PC  are committed to preserving them for many future generations 
of villagers to come. 
 
The Sports Pavilion was built about the early 1950's almost entirely by volun-
teers from the village, many of whom are still with us today.  However, the prem-
ises have become rather outdated and need refurbishing.    Our intention is to 

restore a building which has 
served the village so well for 
nearly sixty years in order to en-
sure that it continues to do so for 
many future generations to come 
and well into the 21st century. 
 
Again, with help from villagers,  
plans were drawn up to carry out 
this work.   It was decided to in-
stall a modern energy efficient 
heating and hot water system,  
update the cloakrooms, changing 
rooms and showers together with 
the kitchen which has to be made 
compliant with very high health 

and safety standards.   Thereafter,  the premises to be decorated inside and out 
and new floor coverings laid.   These plans were agreed at the AGM of the CPFA 
held last July. 
 
 It very rapidly became clear that the refurbishment project was going to be a 
costly business.   The first step, therefore, was to try and raise the money needed.  
A number of months of hard work have passed, resulting in grants being received 
from our Parish Council,  the AVDC and from WREN together with a donation 
from our County Councillor's Community leader’s  fund   and from the fete com-
mittee.   Fund raising by the CPFA itself began with the very successful Bonfire 
and Fireworks evening held last November and a number of smaller events which 
have been held since.  Further events will be held this year, beginning in the 
Summer with a tug of war competition against Chearsley followed by a village 
BBQ. 
 
The next step is to obtain quotations from contractors willing to carry out the 
work. Because we are using public money  -  your money!  -  we are required to 
obtain quotations from three different contractors for every item of work.    This, 
as anyone who has been involved in such ventures will know,  is a time consum-
ing process.  
 
Plans are advancing but have been slowed down rather by our investigating 
sources of energy other than electricity.    We are at the same time looking into 
ground source and air source as possible alternatives to conventional systems.  
We want to make the premises as environmentally friendly as we can;   anything 
that could save us money on our very expensive running costs has to be looked 
into!    
 
It is difficult to say precisely when the work will begin on the clubhouse - early 
Spring was always over ambitious.   As soon as possible and hopefully during the 
summer is all we can say at the moment.   However, we will keep everyone in-
formed about progress being made and will give everyone as much notice as pos-
sible when it becomes necessary to close the clubhouse.    

The month of 
May will be a 
busy start to the 
Cuddington Kites 
season with four 

fixtures including, at the end of the 
month, the grudge match against Had-
denham.  I will let you know how we 
get on, alternatively follow the team's 
progress on www.cuddington.play-
cricket.com  
 
Please hang on to your fixture list and 
come along at some stage in the sea-
son to say hello.    

It is never not too late to come and 
have a game if you fancy.  For those 
that don't know us, the Cuddington 
village cricket team, “The Kites",  play 
friendly "Sunday" cricket with an em-
phasis on the social side.  We would 
very much like to hear from anyone 
interested in playing this season, and 
all standards are welcome.  
 
Sign up on the website and join in the 
fun in the sun...  
 
Lastly thanks to our sponsors for re-
newing for another season......  
The Crown, David White & Co and 
Speer...plumbing, heating, gas, oil & 
solar. 

The Kites in full flight! The main club room and (below right) 
the kitchen as they are today 
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After a couple of lapses, this commu-
nity ‘ramble’ which was instigated by 
a much loved villager, the late Mrs 
Ruby Small, is to be resurrected this 
year. It was in 1969 that Ruby, a great 
walking enthusiast, suggested to her 
fellow W.I. members that they should 

celebrate Midsummer Day by a walk 
up to Winchendon Observatory to view 
the sunrise  This Sunrise Walk, as it 
was then called, became a very popu-
lar annual event with many villagers 
and their dogs joining in. After Ruby’s 
death in 1994 until well into this cen-
tury the W.I. continued with the or-
ganisation of the walk – including 
planning the route and providing cof-
fee and homemade biscuits. They also 
renamed the walk to honour the mem-
ory of its instigator. Unfortunately 
owing to lack of support there was a lapse of a few years but happily “under new 
management” this year will see the walk once more under way 
 

It will take place on Saturday 20th June - the eve of the longest day – setting off from 
The Lower Green at 4am to walk up to the Winchendon Observatory in time to watch 
the sunrise.  On arrival at the observatory, the customary steaming coffee and home-
made biscuits will be served giving added pleasure to this most sociable of expedi-
tions.  
 

All are welcome to join us – adults and children alike (in stout shoes!) and dogs (on 
leads please!).  Waterpoofs may be a precaution!  For those who feel the walk may be 
too demanding but would like to see the sunrise and enjoy the coffee and company, 
you are very welcome to come by car and park on the observatory drive.  
Angela Wenham will be walking the route prior to the 20th and she will be pleased to 
help with any queries  - tel  291 932.  
 

Our photographs show Ruby in 1990 handing round her biscuits, and the sun peeping 
out over the horizon in1992 (something which was not always seen!). 

 

Thanks to the hard 
work of all con-
cerned the newly 
r e f u r b i s h e d 
church was ready 
for use again on 
Easter Sunday. 
 
During the pre-
ceding week the 
church cleaners 
h a d  s w e p t , 
cleaned and pol-
ished, just manag-
ing to avoid the 
workmen who 
were finishing the 
last few jobs, and 
then on Saturday 
the flower arrangers moved in to give the final 
touches so that all was ready to worship the 
Risen Lord, and that is what the large congrega-
tion of well over a hundred were able to do on 
Easter morning. One of our photographs shows 
part of the congregation while the other shows 
two delighted little boys who rushed to open a 
parcel provided by Eric Chamberlain as part of 
his visual aids for the children. The Easter 
Celebration of Praise and Thanksgiving at 6 
p.m. gave another opportunity for the new ar-
rangement of seating to be used while the read-
ings and singing were enjoyed. 
 
As time goes on the new seating will be 
adapted to suit different events: a morning cof-
fee party to meet our new Vicar will necessitate 
making room for tables, and when the Aylesbury Choral Society comes to give a 
concert in June other arrangements will be made to make room for the fifty sing-
ers. 
 
There have been changes of seating but not of atmosphere: over the years the 
devotion of generations of worshippers has resulted in a reverent atmosphere 
and as we pray in the new-looking church we will be able to say in the words of 
a well- loved hymn “The Spirit of the Lord is moving in this place”.   

A full congregation in church on Easter Day and 
(below) two of Eric Chamberlain’s eager helpers  
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The Cuddington Fête Committee 
is happy to 
follow in the 
footsteps of 
that wonder-
fully wacky 
aristocrat – 
Sir Charles 
Isham.  At a 
time when 
his contem-
poraries on 
the Grand 
Tour were 
bringing 

home classical booty like Grecian urns 
and chunks of the Parthenon, he had 
both the foresight and exquisite taste 
to liberate small gnomes languishing 
in the gloomy fastnesses of German 
forests near Nuremberg.  This eccen-
tric but determined gnomophile im-
ported no less than 21 gnomes in 1847.  
They were happy to be free of Teu-
tonic discipline and settled down to the 
good life in the extensive Alpine rock-
ery at Sir Charles’ palatial pile, Lam-
port Hall, in Northamptonshire.  This 
rockery, the earliest in England, rose 
like a ruined castle, over 7 metres 
high.  Isham even built an extension to 
his house in order to watch over his 
‘little people’.  He enjoyed telling sto-
ries to his daughters about them – for 
example, in one saga all the gnomes 
contracted diphtheria! 
 

Sad to say, Sir Charles’ descendants 
were gnomophobes.  All the gnomes 
were removed except for “Lampy”, 
who wisely had stayed hidden in a 
niche.  He was greatly relieved not to 
be culled.  Subsequently, in 1976, he 
emerged unscathed from his enforced 
solitude.  Now his true worth is recog-
nised and he is insured for £1 million, 
which may be considered generous 
cover even for the oldest gnome in 
England - and only 15 centimetres 
high.  An example of gnome expense 
spared! 
 

“Lampy” enjoys national treasure 
status and has acquired a global repu-
tation for cheerfulness laced with cun-
ning sagacity.  He is a leading figure in 
the Gnome Liberation Front.  When 
not at home in the hall at Lamport on 
public view, he travels the world, grac-
ing international gnome conventions.  
He campaigns tirelessly to restore his 
fellows to their preferred habitat – the 
gentle English woodland.  His motto is 
“Glade not Garden!” 
 
Go Gnome! 

With Cuddington Youth Drama 
 

Saturday 9th May at 7 p.m. in the Bernard Hall 
Come and watch the film, with the words on a big screen! 

And there will be room to dance to the music! 
Refreshments available 

 
Tickets on the door at £5 and £6 or in advance from Elaine English, on 

01296 655698, at £4 and £5. 
 

Proceeds will buy rehearsal mirrors for the Bernard Hall and food for 
Kenyan orphans. 

 
See you there! 

At the April meeting, members of the History 
Society were treated to a chapter from living 
history. In 1940, our speaker – Wing Com-
mander Garretts M.B.E. (“Call me ‘Garry’”), 
then aged only 18, became the youngest ser-
geant in the organisation that we remember as 
the Home Guard. In 1941 he joined the RAF 
gaining his commission in 1946. He was 
awarded the M.B.E in 1963, while at Bicester, 
and when he retired, he was a wing com-
mander. However, the highlight of his career 
was the part he played in the Berlin airlift of 
1948/49, and his account of that operation 
brought it vividly to life for us. 
 

At the end of World War 2, Germany was di-
vided, with the Eastern part governed by Rus-
sia, and the West under the control of the USA, 
Britain and France. Much against the wishes 
of the Russians, Berlin, which was wholly 
within East Germany, was also divided into 
four sectors. In 1948, in an attempt to take 
control of the entire city, Russia made it in-
creasingly difficult and ultimately impossible 
for the western nations to supply their sectors 
of Berlin by road, rail or water. The only way 

to supply the populations of the US, British and French 
sectors of the city was by air. Thus it was that convoys of 
aircraft began flying in tons of food, drink, and other 
essential supplies to two (later three) airfields in West 
Berlin, while some flying boats landed on a lake. The US 
supplied the bulk of the aircraft and thus the majority of 
the cargo, supported by Britain. France had no aircraft, 
but assisted with the logistics of distribution on the 
ground. By the end of the embargo in 1949, aircraft were 
taking off and landing in Berlin at the rate of one per 
minute, 24 hours a day, an incredible feat of organisa-
tion and flying skill. 
 

Many of the History Society members had vague or no 
memories of the momentous events of 1948/49, and it 

was a revelation to hear such a clear account from someone who not only wit-
nessed those events, but played a part in them. 

 

Airlift Memorial 
at Tempelhof 

 

Aircraft involved in the airlift 
and (below) a map showing 

the air corridors 
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A flowering cherry in a 
Cuddington garden 

The April meeting of the Gardening Club was a very helpful 
and interesting talk by Sue Bedwell entitled ‘Make more of 
your plants’, with the emphasis being on “more”. 
 

Obviously an enthusiastic and keen gardener Sue showed us 
how to take cuttings, talked us through seed sowing, germina-
tion, pricking out as well as re-potting. She also gave helpful 
suggestions on some specific plants including hellebores and 

agapanthus. 
 
The evening con-
cluded with the dis-
tribution of the seed 
potatoes for the an-
nual Murphy compe-
tition which will be 
judged on 7th Sep-
tember. 
 
Our first garden visit 
of the year will be to 
one of the truly great 
English gardens, 
Hidcote Manor in 
Gloucestershire, on 
May 2nd. 

We recently reported in Village Voice 
the news that the Bucks County Coun-
cil had started to devolve some author-
ity for dealing with more local issues 
through the formation of Local Fo-
rums; you may also recall that Cud-
dington was designated to be a mem-
ber of the Haddenham and Long Cren-
don Local Forum.  Jim Hayward and 
Michael Pegge, who had been deputed 
by the Parish Council to represent our 
village, attended what turned out to be 
the first real working meeting of this 
committee on the 25th March 2009. 
 
A major part of the meeting was taken 
up by all the representatives present, 
putting their ideas forward on what 
the priorities should be for our local 
area for the foreseeable future, this 
information is to be summarised by the 
BCC Officers and will be published in 
Village Voice when it is available.   
 
Another item on the agenda was the 
Delegated Budget where each village 
had been previously requested to  put 
forward a proposal and costings for a 
project which would benefit their com-
munity.  After some thought the Parish 
Council decided to opt for money to 
purchase a number of salt/grit con-
tainers to be placed at strategic points 
round the village.  I am sure that we 
all recollect how slippery and danger-
ous some of the streets were in the 
village during the very cold weather 
we suffered last winter.  A proposal 
was therefore put forward to buy up to 
four salt bins which Bucks County 
Council would agree to keep supplied 
with the appropriate grit.  The re-
quests from all the representatives far 
out-stretched the cash allocation 
available but you will be pleased to 
learn that, at the forum meeting, we 
were successful in our bid to obtain a 
grant and will therefore be able to 
have the bins in place for next winter. 
 
Further news from the Local Forum 
meetings will appear in future editions 
of Village Voice.    
 
 Michael Pegge    

May 
Saturday 2nd 9.05 a.m.  Visit to Hidcote Gardens by Coach 
Monday 4th 9.00 a.m.    Madrigals sung from Church Tower 
Wednesday 6th 8.00 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 9th 7.00 p.m.  Cuddington Youth Drama sing along (see page 6) 
Monday 11th 7.30 p.m.    Christian Aid bring and buy (see page 1) 
Tuesday 12th 2.30 p.m.    W.I. Resolutions Meeting 
Tuesday 19th 7.30 p.m.  History Society Talk by George Lamb on “My Life 

    with Antiques” 
Wednesday 20th 9.05 p.m.  School Posy Procession and summer dancing  
Saturday 30th 8.00 p.m.   Monthly Bingo in Club 
 
June 
Wednesday 3rd 8.00 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 4th 2.15 p.m.  Gardening Club Outing to garden near Wendover 
Saturday 6th 7.00 p.m.   Concert by Aylesbury Choral Society (see page 8) 
Tuesday 9th 2.30 p.m.  W.I. Members with a “Pocketful of Poems” 
Sunday 14th 1.00 p.m. Tennis Club Veterans’ Tournament 
Monday 15th 7.30 p.m.  Gardening Club Talk on Roses   
Sunday 21st 2.00 p.m. Cuddington Gardens Open under National 
     Garden Scheme 
Thursday 25th 2.00 p.m.  Gardening Club Outing to Mary Berry’s garden 
     in Penn 
Saturday 27th 8.00 p.m.  Monthly Bingo in Club  

 

Gardening club members with Sue and some of her 
plants for sale after the talk. 
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Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council 
as a service to the community 

Editorial Team 
Peggy & Nan Cattell - 291313 

e-mail: Cattelln@aol.com 
Chris Blumer - 290647 

e-mail: chrisblumer@blumer.co.uk 
For advertising, please contact: 

Felicity Hilder - 290951 
Caroline Thompson - 291485 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Myles Saker, 291825 and Caroline Stonham, 292221) 

May 
3rd 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 
6th 9.30 am     PRAYERS 
  
10th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE for CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
 
17th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service    

 11.30 am   PRAYERS 
   
24th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 
31st 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

As mentioned in 
the last edition 
of Village Voice, 
Aylesbury Cho-
ral Society, un-
der their con-
ductor Peter 
Leech (pictured 

left), will be performing a concert in 
St Nicholas Church on Saturday, 
6th June.  
 
The concert will begin at 7.00 pm, and 
will include two works by Henry Pur-
cell, songs by Thomas Tallis and 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, some madri-
gals and also some lighter music suit-
able for a summer evening.  Tickets 
cost £8.00, which includes a glass of 
wine, and are available from Angela 
Sanderson  (01844 291626). A propor-
tion of the monies raised will be given 
to the Church. 
 
The concert will be the first to take 
place in our newly refurbished church, 
which is an exciting thought in itself! It 
will provide an opportunity to hear 
one of Buckinghamshire’s leading 
choral societies who recently per-
formed Handel’s “Israel in Egypt” to 
great acclaim.  Come and listen! 

“A lily of a day is fairer far in May 
Although it fall and die that night, 
It was the plant and flower of light 
In small proportions we just beauties 
see;  
And in short measures life may perfect 
be.” 
  Ben Jonson   1573-1637 
 
Gardens offer good examples of poten-
tial wildlife but are dependent upon 
size. The starting point for encourag-
ing birds of many species is the simple 
bird table, which suitably sited and 
managed, attracts many species at 
various times of the year. Evergreen 
shrubs in the borders provide all im-
portant cover whilst mature trees offer 
safe relaxed haven for the larger spe-
cies such as Doves, Pigeons, Thrushes, 
Blackbirds etc. I even enjoyed, on sev-
eral occasions, visits by Red Kites 
which swooped across my open area 
of grass and picked up larger pieces of 
offal placed there for that purpose – 
much to the annoyance of the Star-
lings. Red Kites are now daily seen 
over the village and visit other gar-
dens. 
 
So now we have May ’09 .... but be 
forewarned and ‘cast not a clout ‘til 
May is out’. Much has been written 
about this month, but I still regard it as 
‘a callous fraud’.   

Please do come out of your houses and 
greet the children as they walk by. 
They love to be able to give you flow-
ers and it is a lovely village occasion 
that we do want to keep going. We aim 
to start walking from the school at 
9.05 am so watch for us and join in the 
event! You are also invited to come 
back to school for the dancing event 
and refreshments.  

Our new term started on 20th April 
and with the lovely weather the chil-
dren arrived dressed in their summer 
uniform.  
 
During the break work was com-
pleted on the playground on our Din-
ton site with a new surface and ex-
tension area.  
 
Work is ongoing on our Foundation 
Stage garden in Cudington. With 
volunteers working at weekends the 
garden will soon have new trellis and 
planting and then raised beds can be 
installed for the children to be able to 
use to grow their own vegetables. 
 
We have started to practise for our 
summer dancing which this year is 
on Wednesday 20th May. As usual 
the children will be processing 
around the village with their posies 
of flowers, stopping to sing on the 
village greens before performing 
county dancing back at school. 

 


